The Bloody Assize
accused of offences against the peace, and had money to
purchase pardon. It was a list of such persons that the
judge hoped to obtain from Alice Lisle. They had at
present very few victims of birth and influence in their hands,
and " the campaign " as we shall see had several objectives.
Vengeance and terrorism were the most important perhaps,
but the attractions of loot were by no means forgotten by
this worthy pair.
And a most vital reason for the conviction and execution
of poor Alice Lisle was that, as daughter of Sir William
Beconshaw she was co-heiress of the manor of Ellingham, and
this substantial vineyard was coveted by the King in accord-
ance with ancient precedent. Not that James wanted the
place for himself, but after Sedgemoor there were a lot of
people looking for rewards.
It has always been a pleasant trait in military etiquette,
when a victory has been obtained, to reward the general,
quite irrespective of his merits or his capacity.   Louis Duras,
Earl of Feversham, had commanded the King's forces against
Monmouth.   He was a typical dud general.   He was placed
in command for social reasons, and his appetites for food and
sleep interfered with the movements of the troops and earned
for him the contempt of his officers.   Even Churchill, whose
sycophancy was proverbial, had hard work to keep his pen
from the truth in writing about his commander.   James
would have had difficulty in screwing money out of the
faithful commons to reward Louis Duras, but the manor of
Ellingham would be a handsome gift for the man, and upon
the attainder of Alice Lisle, Feversham was to have it.   This
was perhaps only a secondary reason for the murder of Alice
Lisle; but as far as James is concerned it supplies what the
law looks for in such cases, a direct motive.   It is pleasant
to know that Feversham, who, be it said, was in no way
responsible for Alice Lisle's persecution, had but a short
tenure of the estate, which ultimately went to Alice's son
John, on the reversal of her attainder in 1689.